
UU Stitchers - Tonight  

UU Stitchers will meet on Wednesday, April 11th from 7-9 pm at the home of 
Rita Olans.  Please join us for stitching (knitting, crocheting, embroidery, 
tatting, quilting, etc.) and conversation.  Contact Rita with any questions or for 
directions. 

Saturday, April 14: Step It Up Andover! 
There will be a rally about global warming, called Step It Up Andover, 

upstairs in Old Town Hall on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 

The national group who planned the April 14 National Day of Climate 
Action, Step It Up 2007, has as its goal to urge Congress to step up its 
response to global warming and commit to cutting carbon emissions 80 
percent by 2050. There are more than 1,300 such rallies planned throughout 
all 50 states. Photographs will be taken at each of the rallies, then combined 
into a “visual petition” to be sent to Congress and also posted on the Web site 
www.stepitup2007.org. 

At Saturday's event local singer-songwriter and environmental activist Pat 
Scanlon will perform. Andover State Representatives Sue Tucker, Barry 
Finegold, and Barbara L'Italien will speak briefly. 

Students from all public and private schools in Andover have collaborated 
to make a “Step It Up” banner. A photograph of our large group with the 
banner will be taken and added to all the other photos taken throughout the 
U.S. 

Student musicians from Andover High School and Phillips Academy will 
perform. There will also be information tables from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. about 
what individuals can do about global warming.  

Please stop by Old Town Hall Saturday at 10:30 to be in the photo and 
take part in our nation's largest day of citizen action focusing on global 
warming. It should be fun! 

Book Discussion Group – Tuesday 
We will discuss Self-Made Man by Norah Vincent at our next book 

discussion on Tuesday, April 17, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Betsy Black, 16 
Rock O'Dundee Road.   

May's book is The Memory Keeper's Daughter by Kim Edwards and the 
meeting will be on Tuesday, May 15th.  All are welcome to participate. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
April President’s Report: 

We had a wonderful Canvass Stewardship 
Kickoff dinner on the evening of Saturday, March 
31st.  It was truly an incredible event that included 
the broader UUCiA community with testimonials 
from leaders of many of the organizations in the 
area that UUCiA supports (e.g., RIM, Ladder to 
Language, Lawrence Community Works, Amnesty 
International, Merrimack Valley Project…).  I would 
like to provide a thank you from the whole 
congregation to Terri Sheehan, Rita Olans, Ralph 
Galen, Thomas Rice, and the many volunteers 
who made the event such a big success! 

Many of you may have noticed the increased 
advertising that we have initiated in many of the 
local newspapers.  I reported in last months 
Plumbline that we have raised $9000 to be used 
over the next 15 months for our growth and 
outreach effort.  The effort is being led by Ellen 
Propokow and Joan Fields. The initial target was 
to promote our Seder and Easter Service.  It was 
great to have visitors over the past several weeks 
that had seen the advertisements. We will continue 
to partner with local media to publicize our 
message, expand our web services, and integrate 
our programming with our outreach efforts.  We 
have great programs, activities, and people at 
UUCiA.  We need to get our message out to the 
community as we work to attract more visitors and 
members.  You can help to get the word out by 
encouraging your friends to visit us in order to 
learn more about us.  Also make sure you promote 
UUCiA at any of the many programs that we hold 
and be especially welcoming to all visitors to our 
congregation. 

Being a generous community starts with 
ourselves and our congregation.  Since October 
we have split our Sunday Plate income to give 
50% to a designated charity.  It was reported in 
last weeks Plumbline that UUCiA through your 
generous contributions has given $3019 during the 
past 6 months to six different charities including 
Lazarus House, Lawrence Community Works, 
Refugee Immigration Ministry, Peoples Pantry, 

Bread and Roses, and the Community UU Church 
of New Orleans.  We can all be very proud of the 
generosity of our congregation. 

I have been a UU for my entire life and I have 
been a member of many congregations. When 
Bonnie and I moved to Andover we found that 
there were more choices of UU congregations than 
anywhere else we had previously lived.  When we 
visited UUCiA we knew it was the congregation for 
us.  The people in the UUCiA community are 
talented, warm, and energetic.  You openly invited 
us into the UUCiA community from the first day 
that we visited. 

To me the mission headline statement says it 
all.  As a congregation: 
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This statement has great meaning to 
members of UUCIA and points to four key vision 
themes concerning  

1) Being a Caring Community 

2) Being a Growing Community 

3) Providing a Diversity of Worship and 
Spirituality 

4) Being active in Social and Environmental 
Justice. 

I encourage you to think about the effect that 
this community has had for you and for your 
spiritual life when thinking about your pledge this 
year.  Be as generous as possible.  We have 
made strong progress this year in moving forward 
to actualize our Vision statements.  It is through 
your continued generosity to UUCiA that we will be 
able to fund our vision and expand our beloved 
community. Give at or above the suggested giving 
levels ---- many of you already do. 

Paul Floyd 
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WITHIN, WITHOUT 

It seems like we’re on a roll and maybe no 
one sees it better than those outside the family. 
Some visitors are astonished by the spirit they feel 
and the boldness of our theology, at heart more a 
methodology than a fixed philosophy. It is 
fascinating to consider how religion – the most vital 
enterprise of human beings – became what it 
largely has become: an ossification of historical 
shibboleths and outdated insights that in their time 
led people forward and brought them security and 
now make them backwards and self-defensive. 

With the release of hitherto unpublished 
letters and papers of Albert Einstein we are 
impressed with his faith in creativity and 
imagination to move us forward. Recent 
biographer Walter Isaacson asserts Einstein’s 
fervent belief that for progress to take place there 
must be freedom – of thought, of speech, of 
association. To have freedom of thought one must 
have the tools of thinking developed. It’s no good 
to have a workshop filled with tools that one can’t 
use.  

So in our Religious Exploration Program we 
encourage youngsters from the time they can form 
a thought to develop their powers of inquiry and 
scientific validation. We want our religion to be 
built on a solid foundation. “Because someone told 
me it was true” is a formula for disaster.  

Love has been following us, as the song says. 
It is in our hearts. The more aware we become the 
more we realize that there is an inner goodness 
and that we are all interlocked. One family. 
Continually astonished by “random” acts of 
kindness.  

We’re on a roll. Dr. David Korten reminded us 
of this when he held up spontaneous examples of 
our already Earth Community working toward true 
equity.  

Dr. Thomas Rice reminded us of the rich 
tapestry of loving relationships that are at the core 
of our beloved community.  

We think of the story of Jesus and his 
disciples, which is our story also, and of the ragtag 
group he galvanized, women and men, tutored and 
unlearned, with rough edges and graceful insights, 
and how they made their journey, as Bernie 
Glassman muses, “from here to here”, realizing 

that they were complete and precious just as they 
were, not a piece of a person, but good as they 
were if not as good as they would get.  

We thank Mary Duquette for her illustration of 
this by way of Itzhak Perlman’s concert where after 
effortfully getting himself by crutches onstage, and 
fixing his braces, he breaks a string, well into the 
concerto. What to do? How can he play with only 
three strings? Impossible. But after a thoughtful 
pause he nods to the conductor who resumes the 
piece where they left off as the great violinist 
makes the calculations necessary to play with 75% 
of his instrument. It seemed like a miracle. But as 
he put it simply, sometimes you have to make do 
with what you have.  

Some of us could say that everyday is filled 
with such miracles as we wonder how we will get 
on with what strikes us as intellectual or physical 
or spiritual shortfalls. And it’s nothing short of 
miraculous that with only XX% we are blessed with 
a harmony of living that just takes our breath away.  

I have been devoting some time to teaching 
English as a second language in a more serious 
way since I have heard from the people 
themselves that as much as they need housing 
and better jobs and health care, they need access 
to society. They need to speak the language. 
Teach me English and I will take care of my family. 
I am smart and ambitious already.  

So I’m in the bank and I see a former student 
and I’m going to speak with her once I finish my 
transaction but before I could acknowledge her 
she rushes over to me and there we are hugging 
and kissing each other hello. Hint: we’re not in 
Andover. And though I will be late for my class she 
begs me to go to her car. She has something she’s 
been meaning to give me for a long time. The 
Coffeehouse asks us to be “fans with cans” and 
she has managed to gather a whole bag of 
groceries. How sweet. Then at Lazarus House I’m 
on the lunch line and on the serving side of the 
table now is another student.  

They have learned the language that has 
brought them along and the universal language we 
share and teach which is love. We might go light 
on dogma and ceremony but we are on a roll when 
it comes to the spirit of religion. The spirit is 
moving. It has been. And it is producing some very 
beautiful music from us.  

With love and warmth,  Ralph 
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FROM THE RE CORNER 

Passover and Easter were 
fun this year. 

Lots of sharing, food, 
reading, and conversation.. 

These are the things that 
help us feel connected to 
one another.  

They are some of the things 
that help me feel the light 
inside myself. The light that 
warms me when it's chilly 
and glows with the warmth of 
the sun. 

My connection to this congregation and the people 
here help sustain me through the week. And my 
hope is that you and your children feel the light 
when you leave here Sunday mornings and the 
light helps sustain you through the week. 

Peace, Thea 

MONTH OF SUNDAYS 
note date changes  

Sunday April 15 th — “We Remember”  
In this worship service we join with religiously 
observant and the not-so-observant to open our 
hearts to what is known as The Holocaust. It is 
hard to refer to it on a neat timeline – episode, 
chapter, era – because its antecedents run deep, 
long and wide – back to Biblical times? as ancient 
as human beings? – and its aftermath reaches into 
the present moment. Over 60 years after the 
liberation of the camps we continue to open our 
hearts in aweful wonder and this Sunday we seek 
to bear witness in a way that will move us ever 
forward to healing and repair. If nothing else does, 
I believe The Holocaust gives lie to the belief that 
only what happens between our shores, or in our 
community, can touch us.  Rev. Galen 

Sunday April 22 nd — “Coming of Aging”   
Every other year we confirm our 13 and 14 year 
olds in the knowledge that they have their lives 
ahead of them and need not fear daring to fulfill 
their dreams. A time comes – for some very early 
– to realize that there is an end. Unitarian 
Universalists leave the precise definition open 
ended but they would not dawdle about as if their 

time was infinite. Let’s creatively imagine that end 
and perhaps the power that comes with focusing 
the energy and purpose of our lives to these 
present moments.  Rev. Galen 

WHEEL OF LIFE   

��� �� �� � After punting Alice Kleinhans about like a 
soccer ball her doctors and insurance agents 
decided that she could go home from Boston 
Medical where she declares she received 
excellent care. She is on the mend and likes 
her cow heart valve very much. By her own 
words, she is moo ving along…  

��� �� �� � We are saddened by Matt Handleman’s news 
of the loss of his friend just in her late thirties 
after a good fight against cancer…  

��� �� �� � Jay Schwartz moved his father into an assisted 
living residence and is dealing with the 
emotional negotiations that sometimes come 
with that…  

��� �� �� � We must thank Thea Shapiro and Sherry 
Lundquist, Alex, Katje Grober and Friend, et al 
for preparing for the Seder and joining in what 
one of you raised Presbyterian said has 
become a time of worship that now compares 
with Easter… 

��� �� �� � We just have to say that the music we’ve been 
hearing on Sunday morning is breathtakingly 
beautiful… Our thanks to Anne Feeney for 
making wonderful music at the Coffeehouse to 
a living room styled audience who got to know 
another facet of UUCiA. 

Thea Shapiro 
Director of 
Religious 
Exploration 

 
Thea Shapiro 
Director of 

Religious Exploration 
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THANK YOU 

The Property Committee wishes to thank all those who particpated in our Spring Cleanup on Saturday 
morning.  We did not get a lot done outside due the weather but the inside work was important and 
extensive. “Thank you!” If we did get your name on the list below, please accept our apologies and many 
thanks.  

�  Debbie & Joe Zahka  �  Thomas Rice  �  Ann Racer  �  Tricia, Jay & Katy Schwartz  
�  Mary Duquette  �  Gail Ensdorf  �  Stan Amstutz  �  Ron Scruggs 
�  Bob Genier  �  Chas Bicking  �  Patty Brayden  �  Paul Floyd   
�  Randy Field  �  Emily Field  �  Carol & Bob Rougvie 

BULLETIN BOARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swing into Spring – May 5 
"At the request of many who enjoyed the last 
Swing dance, we have engaged Jim Todd to 
return for this event.  An evening of swingtime 
music for your listening and dancing pleasure 
with instruction by Jim Todd 

Tell all your friends.   

It was a fun filled evening! A "NOT TO BE MISSED" 
event on Saturday, May 5th at 8:00 p.m.   

Voluntary Simplicity 
begins April 23 

An Eight-Session Course – Mondays Evenings 
Starting April 23rd. Note change of date 

Session 1 - The Meaning of Simplicity: 
The concept of simplicity, as a religious 
practice or philosophy of life, has a long 
history. Inner simplicity and outer simplicity 
are both involved. What are some common 
misconceptions about a simple life? 

Poetry Readings 
Gayle Heney and Blair Woodman will be 
reading their work: on: 
��� �� �� � Thursday, April 5th  at 7 p.m. at the Stevens 

Library in North Andover 
��� �� �� � Tuesday, April 10th  at 7 p.m. at the Cafe 

Azteca restaurant at 180 Common St. in 
Lawrence 

��� �� �� � Thursday, April 26th at 7 p.m. at the Nevins 
Memorial Library in Methuen. 

Film Series – Little Miss Sunshine  
Friday, April 20th 

Little Miss Sunshine  is a 2006 Academy 
Award-winning dramatic comedy film about a 
dysfunctional family's road trip to a child beauty 
pageant. 

The Hoover family treks from Albuquerque to the 
Little Miss Sunshine pageant in Redondo Beach, 
California, to fulfill the deepest wish of 7-year-old 
Olive, an ordinary little girl with big dreams. 
Along the way the family must deal with crushed 
dreams, heartbreaks, and a broken-down VW 
bus, leading up to the surreal Little Miss 
Sunshine competition itself. On their travels 
through this bizarre landscape, the Hoovers 
learn to trust and support each other along the 
path of life, no matter what the challenge.  
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BULLETIN BOARD (CONT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars: Cape Cod Retreat 
One of the UUCIA congregation's favorite traditions is the family retreat at Cape Cod Sea Camps, on 
the shore of Cape Cod Bay in Brewster. 

This year's all ages retreat, scheduled for Friday, June 8 through Sunday, June 10, will be a fun, relaxed 
weekend for members and friends of the Congregation. Activities range from beachcombing, tennis and 
biking to evening conversation and a talent show. For many, the highlight is an outdoor worship service 
on Sunday morning. 

Retreat participants are encouraged to join us for two breakfasts and a dinner, prepared under the 
direction of UUCIA head chefs Joe Zahka and Bob Genier. 

Lodging costs, though modest, should not be an obstacle to anyone's attendance. Financial assistance 
is available. 

Registration forms-plus more information-are available at the back of the Worship space. 

Any questions? Contact David Grober at 978-474-9908 or dgrober@comcast.net. 

Reservations and deposits are due May 1, 2007. 

Don’t Miss The Auction 
Mark your calendars for the annual *UUCiA Goods and Services Auction* , happening on 

SATURDAY MAY 19 th  

This event is always full of fun and tasty desserts, and is our biggest fundraiser.  

Again this year we will have loads of great things up for auction, so come check it out!  



Voluntary Simplicity 

Congregational Life Issue  April 11, 2007 

An Eight Session Course – Mondays Evenings Starting April 23rd 
PURPOSE 
 

�  To understand the 
meaning of voluntary 
simplicity. 

�  To explore the material 
and psychological 
distractions that prevent 
us from caring for the 
earth. 

�  To consider how life might 
be enriched through the 
practice of simplicity. 

"The course has given me a 
sense of hope and support 

for a happier, healthier, 

more balanced life." 

- Communications 
consultant, Portland, 
Oregon 

SESSION THEMES: 
 

The Meaning of Simplicity: The concept of simplicity, as a religious 
practice or philosophy of life, has a long history. Inner simplicity and 
outer simplicity are both involved. What are some common 
misconceptions about a simple life? 

Living More with Less: Accumulating material possessions is part of 
the American Dream. For some, the dream has become a nightmare. 
When do material possessions add meaning to our lives and when do 
they detract? 

Your Money or Your Life:   A growing number of people wish to 
resolve the conflict between the desire to make and spend money and 
the desire for a simple life. Why is that so difficult in our culture? 

Do You Have the Time?: In modern society, our minds are focused 
on the "busyness" of the day, our current problems, and our future 
challenges. Are there alternatives to the fast pace of mainstream 
culture? 

How Much Is Enough?: As a society, we engage in patterns of 
material consumption that are damaging the environment. How much 
do we really need? 

Swimming Against the Tide: Our country's current guiding economic 
principles push growth, consumption, and technological advance as 
inextricable and desirable goals. In our efforts to live simply, we may feel 
like we are swimming against the tide. 

The Practice of Simplicity : There are countless practical benefits in 
moving toward simplicity. What steps can be taken to move toward a life 
simple in means, rich in ends? 

 

 

 

If you are interested in participating, contact Tricia Schwartz 
tjcschwar@verizon.net or 978-474-0208

�
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