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Editor : This is a plea to bring home all the brave
members of our military fighting overseas. To bring
home our sons, daughters, brothers, sisters,
wives, husbands — mine among them. My
husband, a corporal in the Marine Corps, was
deployed for his second tour in Iraq on Jan. 1, just
12 days after we were married. It is our duty to
voice our discontent.
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During President Bush’s most recent address to
our nation, he announced the deployment of
20,000 more troops to Iraq, saying it was a
necessary measure to accomplish the countries’
objectives. He said we could expect more
American and Iragi casualties. “Troops” and
“casualties “ are words that are tools that have
been used to dehumanize the men and women
risking their lives every day. It's intended to distract
you from a mother crying over a casket, from a 19-
year-old learning to walk for the second time.
When the life of a president is tragically lost, is it
called a “casualty?” What makes one life more
valuable than another? What gives one man the
power to decide that he will throw away the lives of
SO many?

President Bush has submitted a supplemental
budget request for an additional $100 billion to be
spent this year on the war in Irag. Congress will
vote in the upcoming weeks on this request. If just
one house of Congress votes it down, the
president won't get the funds he needs to continue
the war in Irag. “Now is the time to amplify our
message that the best way to support our troops is
to de-fund the war,” says Nancy Lessin of Military
Families Speak Out.

Contact your congressmen and senators and tell
them to defund the war, and bring our families
home.

Corey VanBurskirk
MFSO Member
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Sir! No Sir! the untold story of the Gl
movement to end the war in Vietnam, is a
documentary. It's not a work of nostalgia. It's an
activist film, and it comes at a time when Gl
resistance to the current war is spreading
throughout the United States.

“There are more than 100 films -- fiction and
nonfiction -- about the war in Vietnam. Not one
deals seriously with the most pivotal events of
the time -- the anti-war actions of Gls within the
military.&
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A 4-week walk to find ways to root and
nourish the power of peace and equity,
locally, nationally and globally

The Monks and Nuns from the Peace
Pagoda will be walking through Andover on
Sunday, March 4 ™. Meet with Rev. Kato,
head of the Peace Pagoda in Leverett, and
other monks and nuns of the Nipponzan
Myohoiji Buddhist Order that has dedicated
itself to world peace and the elimination of
nuclear weapons. They and their friends will
be at Christ Church this year.

A potluck is at 6pm with a brief presentation
following. We will learn about the Mayors
(and Selectmen) for Peace Campaign
begun in 1982 by Mayor Akiba of
Hiroshima. You are invited to join them the
following day on part of their walk. It
culminates on March 20 with a peace
witness at the Bio-Weapons Lab in Roxbury
and on March 21 with a gathering at
11:30am at the State House. For more
information please contact Ralph Galen at
978.475.4454.
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Jobs with Justice
Annual Dinner 2007 - March 15
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Mesfin Woldemariam is Ethiopia’s most prominent
human rights defender, respected for his integrity and
tenacity. In early November 2005, authorities
detained him on a variety of charges in connection
with public demonstrations protesting alleged election
fraud in the May 2005 elections in Ethopia. The
charges include “outrage against the Constitution,:
“obstruction of the exercise of constitutional
ppowers.” “inciting, organizing or leading armed
rebellion” and “attempted genocide.” If convicted he
could receive the death penalty. Amnesty
International considers Professor Mesfin
Woldemariam a prisoner of conscience and is calling
for his immediate and unconditional release.

We are asking you to send a politely worded letter.
A sample is printed on the next page. Below are the
names of four persons you can send to. The cost of
Airmail postage to Ethiopia is 84 cents.
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8pm Saturday March 3rd
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This slide presentation illustrates the
egalitarian gender politics of indigenous
mother-right cultures and explores the
implications which these cultures hold for a
future of gender equality. These matrix
societies are not patriarchy in reverse but
an entirely different paradigm.
Matrilineal/matrilocal societies are
increasingly recognized as correlating with

indicators of female liberty and power: decision-making authority, political and spiritual

leadership, economic leverage, and inheritance and land

rights. Egalitarian gender politics are encoded in the

social fabric. Reckoning descent in the female line

means no "illegitimate” or homeless children. Matrilocal

residence effectively prevents battering and rape in the

home. Social motherhood spreads out responsibility for

caring for children, the old, and the disabled. What would

the world be like today if female elders or women’s

councils had the final say on war? Some indigenous

cultures in Niger, Yunnan, Sumatra, Ontario, Surinam,

Vietnam, Micronesia, India, and New Mexico currently

uphold these egalitarian principles.
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Location: Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6 Locke Street Andover, MA 01810.
Free of charge. No pre-registration required. All are welcome. Wheelchair accessible.
Information/Directions: Contact Susan Foster at susanjfoster@comcast.net or 978 570-1134.




1
$ % & 1#
I (% (!
$ % & $
1 ll#(
" IC )0
$
$
I # (0 |%
$ % &
3*
% & 1#
(1
;a4 |
I #(, (
2
m
$ % & 1#
I # # (% I (!
$ % & 19 ::
I '"#(l
5(6 " g
(( t#




