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Acceptance
is not love.
You love a

person
because he
or she has
lovable
traits, but
you accept
everybody
just because
they're alive

and human.
Albert Ellis
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Within, Without

This is the next to the last Plumb Line of the congregational year. The
world doesn't stop with the last issue but we definitely move into summer
mode. Your minister will continue to be actively on call through July and on
vacation in August. Please call with any urgency you have. | check my email
and phone regularly. Not so with Hannah Darling. She and Dick have bought
the condo in Sturbridge and their house is on the market. Transitions. Hannah
will be able to help orient the new administrator. Elinor Mondale, new to the
Board, is helping to acquire candidates for Thea and myself to interview.

For the community’s continuity we will potluck Wednesdays, meditate
Tuesdays, gather for summer services at 9:30am. The Board meets and
retreats July 21. There is planning going on for outreach and publicity and for a
UUA course in spirituality. | wish you the renewing joys of summer, accidental
and on purpose.

| retold the story of the Ants and the Grasshopper. In Aesop’s Fables it
has such a harsh ending. The grasshopper plays all summer and pays the
price in the winter. A very Calvinist tale. | prefer to think of him as marrying one
of the ants whose uniqueness he instantly recognizes in their heart to heart
rapport. With the eyes and antennae of love she easily discerns his virtues and
pleads with her colony to understand how much he has given them in
playfulness and art.

We are neither drudging ant nor devil may care grasshopper. In our gray
world there are few binary choices. Our yearning is for balance. Our procedure
is one of coming into focus.

In terms of spirituality another word came to mind. | don'’t think it's useful
to think of Unitarian Universalism as the religion of picking and choosing. Don't
like sin? Does evil creep you out? Forget about it. Here’s a religion where you
can pick from column A, column B, column C, you name it. Unitarian
Universalism does afford freedom of choice but there’s no mention of
discarding the hard parts because they're too difficult.

It wasn't easy for our ancestors to question the Trinity, but it was
necessary in order to have a religion that made sense, that could abide fully
with reason, and be tolerant, and liberating of each person’s potential. In some
cases UUs paid with their lives as well as their livelihoods in order to be true to
their beliefs. (Continued on page 2)




Within, Without (cont. from page 1)

We are seeking a religion that is coherent,
that anyone can understand and that holds
together in good times and bad.

This summer you may not have the option
to jettison your ant nature. You might have to
make a deliberate effort to contact your inner
grasshopper. | wish you luck as you make your
journey through a world replete with wonder and
mystery and a powerful loving spirit.

With love and warmth,
Ralph
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SUMMER SERVICES
9:30 AM

SUMMER POT LUCKS

Pot Luck Dinners are held Wednesday
evenings during the summer. The host
provides paper goods, plasticware, coffee, and
some beverages. The guests provide food
(appetizer, main course, salad, or dessert) and
lawn chairs. Everyone gathers at 6:00 PM
and dinner begins at 6:30 PM.

See June 6™ Plumb Line for schedule.
(see uuandover.org)

WHEEL OF LIFE

Dick and Rita Olans are transitioning from
Andover to the Virgin Islands to work for the
Department of Health. Alexis is living in Germany
this next year as a Bosch Fellow, and Jessica is
our family anchor and will be staying in the Boston
area to keep the rest of the family connected to
their beloved congregation.
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Sunday July 1% is still open. If you would like to
provide a program on that date please let Terry
Sheehan know.

June 24
Sherry Lundquist/Sandy Hitchins
CUUPS 101, or How | Became a UU Pagan

July 1
open

July 8
Molly Bicking/Nancy Mulvey
Dimensions of Time

July 15
Ellen Prokopow
The Negawatt Network

July 22
Elinor Mondale
The Social Miracle of East Asia and
Confucianism

July 29
Blair Woodman
Poetry

August5
Jane Hucks
Writing as Meditation

August 12
Dr. JoAnne Nowack (with Donald Miller)
Loss and Community

August 19
Sean O’Leary
From the Cockpit: Lessons on Faith in Flight

August 26
Anne Wilson
From Empire to Earth Community

September 2
Ralph Galen
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SUMMER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION

The UUCIA CUUPS chapter, Earth Circle,
invites one and all to attend our annual Summer
Solstice Celebration, this Saturday, June 23rd, at 9
A.M. If you are interested in helping to set up, or
would like to take a part in the ritual, please plan
on arriving by 8:30.

The celebration will be held at the Ward
Reservation Solstice Stones, on Prospect Hill,
which is at the end of Prospect Street, here in
Andover. The stones are only accessible by
walking about %2 to % of a mile up a moderately
steep incline asphalt road, so plan accordingly,
both in terms of your fitness and time (it is about a
15 minute walk for someone in average condition).
Given the time of year, insect repellent is
recommended. If you would like more information
or directions, please call Rob Craig-Comin at
978-749-2720, or at

We look forward to seeing you.

CALENDAR PLANNING

The Board, Committee and Group
representatives will meet at 10:30 after the
Summer Service (service starts at 9:30) on
Sunday June 24th to finalize the Calendar for the
2007 — 2008 congregation year.

Please review your committee plans and
come prepared to select the dates for meetings
and events for next year. Also UUCIA Groups and
Activities (e.g., Book, UU Stitchers, Cape Cod
retreat, etc...) should come with meeting and
event dates. We also need to select dates for
events like the Auction, Canvass Kickoff, other
fundraising, etc.

If you are unable to attend Sunday, then
please email this information to Hannah at
and Paul Floyd at
. We will make sure
your dates get included in the discussion. The only
issue will be if there are conflicting requests. Be
there to help make decisions.
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/ Thanks to Debbie and Joe Zahka,
Carol and Bob Rougvie, and Gail Henney,
Lorraine Luisi and others who pitched in to
set up for the pot luck lunch Sunday and
then clean up afterwards. It followed a
wonderful Service and was a pleasant
transition to the summer Services.

As many of you know | will be leaving at
the end of the month. | am moving to
Sturbridge MA to be closer to my daughter
and her family.

| want to thank everyone for their well-
wishes and help. It has been wonderful
working with all of you. When | arrived |
was very surprised by the friendliness and
helpfulness of everyone | worked with.

Thank you,
Hannah

GLOBAL WARMING #10

Pay Your Bills Online
By By Maryanne Murray Buechner,
the tenth in a series by Time magazine

Eliminating your paper trail by banking and
paying bills online does more than save trees. It
also helps reduce fuel consumption by the trucks
and planes that transport paper checks. If every
U.S. home viewed and paid its bills online, the
switch would cut solid waste by 1.6 billion tons a
year and curb greenhouse-gas emissions by 2.1
million tons a year, according to Javelin Strategy &
Research. Worried about security? Don't be. Just
ignore e-mails "phishing" for personal data, and
monitor all (electronic) statements for any
unauthorized debits. Report problems immediately,
and your credit won't take the hit. To avoid
unnecessary carbon dioxide-emitting car trips to
the bank on payday, ask your employer to directly
deposit your paycheck. You'll get your money
faster that way too.
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2006-2007 UUCIA Highlights

This is a small list of happenings at UUCIA this past season.

RE — Mitten Tree Peace Marchers

Coffeehouse David Korten

CUUPS-Earth Circle RIM

Women'’s Spirituality — Margo Adler Five Wishes

Music Sunday — Blues with a Feeling Inconvenient Truth

Work Day Bread Service

Canvass Back to Africa — Amada Hitchins
Auction Circle Dinners & Small Group Ministry
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